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Corporate Health and Safety Team

Generic Risk Assessment guidance for pond safety

	This is generic risk assessment guidance for pond safety. 

it must be altered as it does not take account of any individual circumstances. 
Risk assessments must always be signed and dated and periodically reviewed.

You must also risk assess other hazards from the work being undertaken e.g. if the work is being undertaken outside you must also consider the weather conditions.


	What are the hazards?
	Who might be harmed and how?
	What are you already doing?
	What further action is necessary?
	Action by who?
	Action by When?
	Date completed

	FALLING IN DEEP WATER

	Pupils

Staff

Visitors

Trespassers- Risk of injury, drowning.

Risk of disease e.g. Weils disease.

Electric shock from water pumping/filtration systems
	Edges of the pond should be shallow.

· Pond should be visible from the school building.

· Trees and shrubs in the immediate area and in the line of sight from school building should not obscure observation of the pond area.

· Pond should be located away from regular paths and pitches.

· Depth should be limited to 1 metre at its deepest point.

· The area surrounding the pond should be flat or gently sloping.  All potholes and potential trip hazards should be eliminated.

· Bank side should be protected from erosion.

· Edges of the pond should be clearly visible e.g. paved, edged to ensure pupils/children are safe at the waters edge.

· Where the pond has a ‘soft edge’ for the development of wildlife it should not be accessible to pupils.

· Where an electric pump is required this must be installed and regularly inspected by a competent electrician (consider if it is feasible to fit a solar unit).

· Primary schools must have fencing and gates to restrict unauthorised access (minimum 1 metre height with a lockable gate).

· If the school is used in the evenings – illumination of the pond area is required e.g. solar lighting

· Install appropriate signage e.g.:

· ‘DANGER DEEP WATER’

· ‘RULES’ such as:

· Keep gate locked when not in use

· Key returned to – 

· Behaviour rules

· Maximum number of pupils to staff ratio.

· Emergency procedure and first aid.

· Adequate information, instruction, training and supervision for pupils prior to use.

· Thorough hygiene (e.g. no hand-mouth contact) during use and thorough hand washing after using the pond.

· Regular cleaning and maintenance of the pond and surrounding area.


	
	
	
	


CORPORATE HEALTH AND SAFETY TEAM









Page 2 of 2
Tel: 01924 305850 / MOBILE:07500097749










Revised FEB 10

Aiming high for health safety and wellbeing


