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From: 













To: Elaine McHale

1) Comments/Feedback on (date) School Briefing

2) Any outstanding questions on information in the School Briefing

3) Suggested items for future School Briefing


Ask the Directorate: this facility can be accessed via E-mail at directorate@wakefield.gov.uk.
Date:  15 December 2008
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Social Care Direct, your first point of contact for Social Care Services


0845 8 503 503





Off By Heart - BBC


��





Date:  15 December 2008











Off By Heart – Continued


Please register the chosen child to attend a BBC poetry workshop at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/teachers/offbyheart" ��www.bbc.co.uk/schools/teachers/offbyheart�


You can nominate a child who shows potential and would benefit from a poetry workshop.


Stage 2 – The Regional Heats


The child you've nominated to take part will be invited to attend a BBC poetry workshop in January or February 2009. The workshops will take place in libraries around the country and there should be one near your school.  


These exciting poetry workshops will also include a solo poetry recitation in front of a panel of judges to find our 12 UK finalists. The 12 pupils representing each region will then be invited to the grand finale, filmed for BBC TV, to compete for the title of UK Poetry Recital Champion.


DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES IS 19 DECEMBER 2008 – GOOD LUCK!





UK Schools Computer Animation Competition 2009


Pre-announcement. Full details will be published on 19 January 2009.   Following the success of the 2008 competition The University of Manchester will again be running the UK Schools Computer Animation Competition in 2009, in association with Electronic Arts and the Manchester Museum of Science and Industry.  The 2008 competition was a great success, with over 230 entries from 55 schools, and over 400 children attending the Film Show and Awards day at the University of Manchester. � HYPERLINK "http://www.cs.manchester.ac.uk/Digital60/winners08" \o "http://www.cs.manchester.ac.uk/Digital60/winners08" �View the Winners Gallery 2008�.


For the 2009 competition, entrants will be able to create their animations (maximum duration: 1 minute) using any of these programs: 


| � HYPERLINK "http://www.alice.org" \o "http://www.alice.org" �Alice� | � HYPERLINK "http://scratch.mit.edu" \o "http://scratch.mit.edu" �Scratch� | � HYPERLINK "http://www.adobe.com/products/flash" \o "http://www.adobe.com/products/flash" �Flash� |


The Film Show and Prize-Giving day will be held at the Manchester Museum of Science and Industry.


 Key dates:


19 January 2009: Competition Launch, and the website opens for registration and entries. �1 May 2009: Deadline for submitting entries. �26 June 2009: Film Show and Prize-Giving day at the Manchester Museum of Science and Industry.








Date:  15 December 2008











Family Services Inclusion Conferences - 13 and 14 November 2008














Soap Box























Date:  15 December 2008





Has your school signed up to Off by Heart – and could one of your pupils be crowned UK Poetry Recital Champion?


The BBC is on a mission to find the UK’s Poetry Recital Champion in a thrilling competition for 7–11 year olds to be shown on BBC Two in prime-time.





The BBC wants to encourage primary school pupils to engage with reciting poetry. Every primary school in the UK is invited to nominate one child aged 7-11 to enter Off by Heart for the chance to represent their school and region in the final which will be shown on BBC TV.


The first round of this exciting competition is taking place right now and your school can take part by going to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/teachers/offbyheart" ��www.bbc.co.uk/schools/teachers/offbyheart�


What you need to do


Stage 1 - Nominate one child from your school


You can select a child who has won a past competition or you could find a fresh school champion by holding a poetry recital competition as a class, in an after-school club, or even as a whole school. Exciting new resources, including an inspirational collection of poems to choose from and tips on how to include poetry in your lessons, are available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.bbc.co.uk/teachers/schools/offbyheart" ��www.bbc.co.uk/teachers/schools/offbyheart�


There is also a selection of video recitals featuring famous faces from TV, poetry experts and actors reciting poems from the shortlist.


The nominated child must learn by heart one of the fifteen poems on the Off by Heart website.
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Record numbers attended Wakefield’s annual Inclusion Conferences at Burntwood Court Hotel this year with delegates from a wide range of Family Services, making it one of the most ‘inclusive’ conferences to date. 





The theme was ‘Family Matters’ and ‘Parental Engagement’. The key note speakers were inspirational and motivational and were supported by some outstanding workshops based on Wakefield practice. 





Barry Young, Acting Service Manager, Inclusion opened the day updating us on the latest local Inclusion news and developments within ‘Achievement for All’, Wakefield’s SEN Inclusion strategic plan. 








The Every Child matters inclusion logo was unveiled (below). The ‘Design a ECM Inclusion Logo Competition’ was won by Lauren Cross who is pictured above receiving her award and gift voucher from Barry.   Every Child Matters Inclusion Awards were presented to schools that were successfully reviewed by multi-agency teams as part of the Wakefield Every Child Matters Inclusion pilot.   ‘Advanced’ and ‘Well Established’, Every Child Matters Inclusion awards went to:





Castle Grove Infant


Hendal Primary


Holy Family and St Michael’s


South Parade Primary


Hemsworth Arts and Community College


Carlton J&I


Oakfield Park School


Pinderfields Hospital School


South Kirkby Common Road Infant and Nursery


Castleford High School Technology College


Three Lane Ends Community Primary
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Date:  15 December 2008











Anti-bullying Week.





Thank you to everyone who took part or organised activities as part of Anti-bullying week. 





We have had some good feed back from both schools and organisers. The Wakefield Theatre presentations especially went well and the poster competition had hundreds of entries. A group of young people judged the winners and winners will be contacted shortly.





If anyone has any ideas on what activities they would like to see for next years celebrations please let us know and we will forward them on to the Family Services Anti-bullying Strategy Group.

















We would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a Happy Christmas and New Year!
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